
 

 1 

Around the Cornerstone 
Christ the Cornerstone Lutheran Church 

The Rev. Tom Meyer †  Pastor 
† Parish Office 566-1741  † www.ctc-church.org † info@ctc-academy.org 

 
October  2020   

FEAR 
Recently, I had the opportunity to talk to my two older sisters – one on 
Friday afternoon and the other on Sunday afternoon.  They are both older 
than me and both live in Wisconsin so we do not see each other very 
often.   
What made these two phone calls remarkable is the fact that they called 
me.  That almost never happens.  I am almost always the one who has to 
initiate the phone calls.  When we get to talk it is usually for almost an 
hour.  Our families – kids, kids-in-law and grandkids – make up some of 
the substance of these calls.  They are both actively involved in their 
churches and so the talk usually goes in that direction as well. 
But these two afternoons the discussion quickly went in the direction of 
fear.  Both of my sisters have some health issues that make them less 
adventuresome in going out into public settings and associating with 
people, including family. 
FEAR – That is a big issue right now.  Certainly the corona-virus/covid-19 pandemic makes 
that a very real issue.  The chaos we see in our streets because of demonstrations makes us 
very hesitant to go into certain areas or even out of where we live at all.  My sisters’ fear is 
very common among us. 
Perhaps the Psalmist sums up how we feel.  “Be merciful to me, my God, for my enemies are 
in hot pursuit; all day long they press their attack.”  Psalm 56:1  Here he seems to make the 
enemies people but those enemies could also be a virus or other issues.  We are being 
challenged by so many things right now it really seems that we have a lot of enemies. 
But just a few verses later the same Psalmist says: “When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.  
In God, whose word I praise – in God I trust and am not afraid.  What can mere mortals do to 
me?”  The psalmist knows what we know.  We have God on our side and He promises to take 
care of us.  Because of Jesus’ love we know that whatever happens, we will be OK because 
Jesus is on our side.  He suffered, bled, died, and rose to life to give us eternal life. As the 
psalmist says, “What can mere mortals do?” 
That is something we need to be reminded of daily.  That is a promise that God gives and He 
ALWAYS keeps His promises. 
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More from Pastor Meyer: 
FINAL REPORT 

It has been nineteen months since I began my position as Intentional Interim Pastor (IIP) at 
Mount Olive and Christ the Cornerstone.  It has been an exciting time and I must say I have 
learned much and enjoyed my time as your IIP.  That time is now drawing to a close. 
One of the things that I wish to share with you is a “Final Report.”  There will be a written 
report that will go to the Church Council and the next Pastor, but I would also like to share an 
oral report with anyone who is interested.  This will give you an oportunity to ask questions 
and we can dialogue at bit.  I will do this after our worship service on Sunday, October 4.  This 
will take about 30-45 minutes. 
As many of you are aware, this was a unique situation in that from what we could gather there 
was never another IIP in two churches where they were just getting ready to share a pastor 
and both congregations were vacant.  As a result of that there was no model to follow which 
made the whole process an exciting adventure. 
One of the things that I have really enjoyed through this process was getting to know so many 
of you great people.  In Biblical terminology, the church is not buildings or organizations but it 
is PEOPLE.  People who know and love Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  And there are great 
people here who really love God and one another.  It is a tremendous experience to see that 
in action as people are committed to loving God and loving one another. 
I will share some of my reflections on the people of this church on Sunday October 4 after 
worship. 
And even more! 

OLD PEOPLE 
Sometimes people bemoan the fact that the church is made up of so many older people.  
They want more young people in the church.  That desire to have more young people is 
certainly fine, but older people need to hear about Jesus too.   
In 1900, adults over 65 represented 4% of the population.  Today it is estimated that they 
represent over 15%.  In California, 14.3% of the population is over 65 or about one out of 
every seven people is over 65.  It is estimated that if the current trends continue 20% will be 
over 65 in five years. 
Many older people suffer from low self-esteem because they feel they are not wanted or 
needed in society any longer.  Ministry to older people needs to be an important part of our 
church.  Jesus died for ALL people – young and old alike.  “Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it 
is attained in the way of righteousness.”  Proverbs 16:31 
Since I am one of these “older people,” I want to thank you for giving me this opportunity to 
minster with you during these months together.  I have enjoyed the opportunities and the 
challenges.  I have grown both spiritually and intellectually and for that I thank you. 
And don’t forget the other “older people” around. 
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“And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with 
knowledge and understanding.” Jeremiah 3:15 

Note: 
"Christ the Cornerstone and Mount Olive Churches have called Pastor Edward Killian to come 
and serve as their pastor.  Pastor Killian is currently the Pastor at Mount Calvary in Beverly 
Hills, California.  He is asking for God's guidance as he is currently considering this call.  If 
you desire to send a personal message to Pastor Killian you may email him 
at pastorkillian@protonmail.com.  His address is 1712 Ensley Ave.  Los Angeles, CA 90024." 

 

DCP/Call Committee Report
This report includes the progress of the DCP committee and the Call committee. 

The DCP Committee Update: 
The DCP committee because of its dual nature serving both congregations and 
having the ability to see all of the Pastor’s activities is charged with reviewing and 
setting the pastor’s salary.  To ensure that sufficient oversight is provided, one 
elder from each congregation is serving on the committee. 
So the main agenda item last month was to put together a salary and benefits 
package for the pastor elect.  The benefits package was so detailed that it took 
up almost all of the time of the meeting.  This information is comparable to the 
salary and benefits package presented to a potential new employee at a 
company.  The package was given to the call committee. 
The Call Committee Update: 
The call committee presented three candidates for congregational review at the simultaneous 
congregational meetings on September 13th.  The call committee then reviewed its process and made 
a recommendation of Pastor Edward Killian. 
Pastor Killian was elected on the first ballot by both congregations.  On an interesting side note, the 
vote totals were almost the same at both congregations.  That made him the pastor-elect, that is, the 
congregations have elected him and called him, but he has not accepted or rejected the call. 
On the evening of the vote, the call committee chairman, Mike Kler, phoned Pastor Killian and 
informed him of the call.  The call documents were mailed to him the next day. 
He is making an onsite visit to both churches on Tuesday, September 29th.  He will be at Mount Olive 
in the morning and Christ the Cornerstone in the afternoon.  As a part of the visit there will be a meet 
at greet where congregational members can personally meet the pastor-elect. 
After the onsite visit, and with much prayer, he will make his decision and inform the congregations of 
his decision.  If he does accept, it will take a bit of time to wrap things up with his current congregation 
and to move down to San Diego county from Los Angeles county.  You can play an important part in 
this by praying for him and his family, out churches, and that he is directed by the Lord to make the 
correct decision.  Of course we can pray that he accepts the call, but we are seeking God’s will and 
not our own.  I am firmly convinced that God will provide the pastor we need.  This is truly an exciting 
time. 
Mike Kler 
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Outside 
Worship 
Service: 

 

 
 
      And a new Air conditioner! 

 
Whoever does not love does not know God, 

because God is love.  

1 John 4:8  



 

 5 

From the Editor’s Computer 
Philippians 4:6-7 – Don’t 
worry about anything, but in 
all your prayers ask God for 
what you need, always 
asking him with a thankful 
heart. And God’s peace, 
which is far beyond human 
understanding, will keep your 
hearts and minds safe in union with Christ 
Jesus. 
I wish I could say I do not worry – I know that it 
doesn’t serve a purpose, but somehow I find 
myself lying awake at night wondering how 
things will work.  But then I remember that God 
is in control and He will guide me.   
And we have felt the Guidance of the Holy 
Spirit through the pandemic and finding a 
memory care place for Gary.  He is living at 
Cadence of Poway Gardens and is doing well 
there.  He is getting the good care he needs 
with wonderful caregivers.  I really miss him at 
home, but know it is better for him and for my 
health also.  We continue to be so blessed by 
so many great people God has brought into our 
lives – it is beyond wonderful.  God is good and 
His mercy endures forever. 
I have missed all the activities that have not 
been happening at CTC during this time. 
Mostly I miss seeing everybody and getting 
those wonderful hugs we always share.  I 
thank Pastor Meyer and all those who have 
made our worship services available to us 
through on line services, outdoor services, and 
social distancing when we have been able to 
worship in the sanctuary.  And we have been 
able to celebrate with communion on most of 
these occasions.  They are all very meaningful 
and wonderful, spiritually uplifting us during this 
somewhat difficult time. We praise the Lord for 
your leadership, Pastor Meyer!  We count all 
the blessings our congregation and we as 
parishioners have received during this unusual 
time – Praise The Lord!   

In His Love, Lois Reed 

A new commandment:  
I give to you, that you love one another, 
even as I have loved you, that you also love 
one another. By this all men will know that 
you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another. John 13:34-35 

The result of loving God is that you will 
love people. And loving people is the way 
to show the world that you love God. 
Loving people isn’t always easy, in fact its 
hard work and can be extremely messy! 
It’s only as we love God that we are able 
to love man! 

Love is also about meeting needs. How do 
we show the world the love of God? By 
meeting the needs of the people around 
us. 

There are needy people all around us but 
it is easy to get caught up in life and not 
recognize those in need. Ask God to open 
your eyes to the needy in your family, 
your church and your community. Then do 
what you can to help meet the need God 
shows you. 

Devotion by Kay Arthur 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“LEARN—GROW—SHARE” 
We LEARN about God in worship and study,   

We Grow iwith God.   
We SHARE God’s love with others. 

 
 

Sunday Worship 10:15 am 
On line worship is available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqoMYEdz6jLw1Pce1CCX2bQ/featured   

Our Bible Studies are not taking place due to the pandemic.   

 
Prayer Requests 
There are Prayer Request Cards to fill out and submit into the 
Prayer Request Box located by the bulletin board at the back 
of the Church.  Be sure to fill one out for any of your prayer 
needs. The Elders will check the box for prayer requests 
before the Sunday Worship Service and pray for you. 
Our C+T+C Congregation has an active Prayer Chain 
available on e-mail.  To have your name and e-mail address 
added, so that you will receive prayers on the Prayer Chain, 
send it to Lois Reed at laserquill@aol.com or call her at 858 
271-1647 
YOU SHOULD ALWAYS CALL THE PASTOR WHEN YOU 
ARE GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL OR IN NEED OF 
PASTORAL CARE AND PRAYERS 
 
 

 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
Philippians 4:13 
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Evangelism  
During this time of 
Covid who has the 
Lord brought into 
your life to give you 
opportunities to 
share God’s love 
and the message of 
salvation? Has he 
used you to reach 
out to others to 
offer 
encouragement or 

words of hope in an uncertain time? I have 
seen some of our church members really 
hurting and I have seen other members 
reaching out to give phone calls, air hugs 
and written notes. If we cannot see each 
other in person, we can still make contact 
with others through emails, Facebook or 
phone calls. I challenge you this week to 
make contact with five of our church 
members, your family members or friends. 
That is just speaking with one person 
Monday through Friday…. Find out how they 
are doing? Often they will share with you 
names of friends who have some kind of a 
need. See if you can pray for your friend and 
the person with whom they are concerned. 
Be a good listener. Pray, pray, pray and 
pray for them.  Now consider if there is 
anything else that you can do to help?  
Could you invite them to come to church or 
view the church service online? Could a 
note, special bible verse or word of 
encouragement help?  Sharing God’s love, 
sharing God’s promise of forgiveness of 
sins, and sharing God’s message of 
Salvation is Loving Your Neighbor….. and 
that’s Evangelism.  –  Lark Mayeski 

But thanks be to God!  
He gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  

1  Corinthians  15:27 

 

Altar Guild  
One bread, one body, 
one Lord of all, One cup 
of blessing, which we 
bless.  And we, though 
many throughout the earth, We are one 
body in this one Lord.  
After few months on line services, we were 
able to have outdoor service few weeks 
ago.  And now we are allowed to worship in 
the church's sanctuary.  What a 
blessing!  Since the church is reopened, we 
are able to have communion during our 
services.  Thanks to Pastor Meyer's advices 
we prepare the Lord's supper with all the 
precautions.  We ware gloves when we fill 
the Ciborium and the communion cups.  In 
order to make sure there are rooms in 
between the cups, we fill the communion 
tray one third full only.  Instead of going up 
to the altar to receive the communion; 
Pastor Meyer brings the communion to us 
as we remain at our seats.  The altar guild 
will continue to serve the Lord in the care of 
the altar and its paraments during the 
pandemic.  May God guide and lead us 
through this challenging time and keep us 
safe. 
 In His service, 
 Michelle Cyphers 
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Flowers  
This year we have focused on what I have called 
some of the “filler flowers” that I use in our 
Sunday Worship Service bouquets: flowers which 
are in the background or which surround the more 
showy flowers in the bouquet. As we enter the fall 
season one of the more outstanding “filler flowers” 
would be the fluffy cream colored Pampas Grass 
you saw a few weeks ago in the back of this fall 
bouquet. The scientific name is Cortaderia 
selloana. It is a species of flowering plant in the 
Poaceae family. Here in San Diego it is often 
referred to by the common name “pampas grass.” 
Pampas Grass is a perennial grass native to 
southern South America: Brazil, Argentina and 
Chile including the Pampas region after which it is 
named. Unlike most other plants, growing pampas 
grass from seed is easy. All you need to do is 
select your variety, and then sow your seeds in 
the early springtime. Pick a spot in your yard that 
receives direct sunlight all day and where there is 
a large space for it to grow. It easily survives our 
winters and works well in larger open spaces 
rather than in containers. 
Cortaderia selloana (Pampas Grass) does not 
take long to grow. From seed, the plant reaches 
full maturity within two to four years and generally 
lasts for around ten to fifteen years. The center 
stems of pampas grass will die after one growing 
season, but new shoots of leaves arise from the 
edge of the plant to increase its size.. Pampas 

grass germinates during the spring months and 
produces bulbs within the first year. The plants, 
which grow 10 to 13 feet high and spread six feet 
wide, can make useful privacy screens, wind 
breaks and camouflage for unwanted views. 
Because pampas grass has stiff stems and sharp-
edged leaves, it also can also serve as a living 
hedge or fence. However, once established, the 
vigorously growing pampas grass can push out 
other vegetation already living there. Because it is 
considered a non-native plant out in the open 
countryside, it can sometimes be categorized as 
an invasive plant. If not controlled, it can take 
over, clogging waterways and wetlands and when 
dry, it can be a fire hazard. However, if you keep 
your plant under control by cutting it all the 
way back to the ground at least once a year, in 
late summer, silvery-white plumes will rise several 
feet above the foliage and make a beautiful bold, 
dramatic statement in your yard. The plums also 
really add to fall bouquets. I have found that once 
you have cut your plums, it is best to spray each 
plum with hair spray before using it in your 
bouquets. If you do this, the plums will often last 
for up to three years. If you do not spay them, 
after a few months the seeds will begin to fluff out 
everywhere. Here in San Diego the plums are 
coming out right now; so, if you want to decorate 
your house with them, pick them now before the 
rains come. The first rain of the season will cause 
the seeds to fall and the plums will no longer be 
pretty for arrangements. The last bit of advice I 
would like to suggest: use gloves when cutting 
your plums. While the stock and the plums are 
fine, the leaves of the plants are razor sharp and if 
you are not careful, you can get cut. Please don’t 
let this scare you away from using them as their 
beauty far exceeds the little bit of extra care you 
need to use in cutting them for displays. 
Finally, did you know that the plums that you see 
in our fall church bouquets come from our very 
own plant here at church? If you go outside and 
look along the far back fence of the elementary 
school, you will find “Our Church Pampas Grass.” 
Every fall I thank God for providing us with these 
beautiful displays of his amazing creation! 
Your donations to help with the cost of proving our 
weekly Church Service flower arrangements are 
always appreciated. The cost of one arrangement 
if $25. or you can get both  arrangements for $40. 
Please see Lark to make your donation. – Lark 
Mayeski. 
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Out and About San Diego 
October 2020 
Since March, Ed and I have not really been 
“Out and About” in San Diego much. We 
have spent a lot of time in our side yard, 
which we call our porch. We have listened to 
several of the San Diego Organ Pavilion 
concerts on-line on Sundays afternoons and 
have finally gone to the beach three times 
during the middle of the week when there is 
lots of space to social distance.  In July I 
stepped down from my kitchen onto my 
patio and really hurt my leg so for the past 
three months most movement has been 
limited. This meant going to our favorite 
beach was out of the question as we must 
climb down to get from the walkway onto the 
beach. What we discovered is that if we 
continued to drive up north along the coast 
for a few more miles, we could go to the 
Leucadia beach which has a flat entrance 
from the parking lot to the beach. This beach 
is more of a surfer’s beach but if you are 
going to sit on the beach, walk along the 
beach or wade up to your ankles it might be 
the perfect beach for you. Best of all there 
are lots of bathrooms close to the beach and 
you can use your state beach pass for this 
beach as well as for the North Tory Pines 
beach.     
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Continued 
Now, with Fall just around the corner, fall 
leaves and pumpkins seem to be on Ed and 
my wish list so our “Out and About San 
Diego” destination suggestion for the month 
of October is Ed and my favorite fruit stand 
in Escondido, North County West Farm 
Stand.  As you go up the 15 North take the 
Citracado Exit and as you get off the ramp, 
turn right and you will see the farm on the 
left side of the road. We just went a few 
days ago and we purchased some 
Thompson’s green grapes and Concord 
purple grapes, apples, peaches, pears, 
green beans, yellow squash and lettuce. 
The best thing is that all the produce is 
locally grown. They have local honey, lots of 
tomatoes and some amazing nuts from a 
farm in Georgia. Right now they also have 
lots and lots of pumpkins. There are orange 
pumpkins, pie pumpkins, white pumpkins 
and green pumpkins. We never know what 
we will find as the fruits and vegetable 
change with the season. We have found that 
they always have the finest quality produce 
and the fruits and vegetables taste amazing. 
It is family run farm stand so it is not super 
fancy; however, it has a real farm feel and it 
is always fun to get away from home for a 
short time.  

 
Our outing will often include stopping at the 
Vons in Escondido where you can use your 
Vons points to get good gas prices.  We 
then drive over to El Plantio which is again 
one of our favorite nurseries. This again is a 
family run nursery and they have placed the 
plants and flowers so that it often feels like 
you are strolling through some ones garden. 
They often have interesting plants that you 
don’t find elsewhere.  On our way back 
through Escondido, we often stop at 
Lourdes for a bowl of their famous chicken, 
rice and avocado soup. We recommend 
trying this delicious soup. Once you have a 
bowl, you will find yourselves returning again 
and again for the soup.  
As I write this article, I notice that Ed and my 
“Out and Abouts” often seem to include food 
or places to eat… hmmmm…. When we 
were younger, our excursions were the best 
places to hike or where to find adventures, 
now it’s seems to be where to find fun 
food… so…. we will leave the best places to 
hike to be shared by Scott and Michelle 
Cyphers and Ed and I will tell you about fun 
food ideas….- Lark Mayeski  
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CTCA - "Faith, Family, Academic Excellence" 
Installation of Teachers and Staff at Worship September 20!  

 

 
The 2020/2021 Preschool and Elementary School Staff 
 
Hunter Donahoo -  Director of Schools 
Lillian Wong - 3 yr old teacher (Yellow Ducks class) 
Marilyn Short - 4 yr old teacher (Purple Butterflies class) 
Anne-Marie Dor - 2 yr old teacher (Little Lions class) 
Kim Do - Preschool Aide 
TK/K teacher is Ms. Jackson 
1st grade teacher is Mrs. Edholm, she is new to the staff this year and is very excited to be here. 
2nd/3rd Grade teacher is Mrs. Molina 
4th/5th Grade teacher is Mrs. Hathaway and we are excited to have her back! 

Note: For the upcoming school year, Mrs. Bortz has decided to take more time for her family 
and stay home with her twins so that she can concentrate on their schooling this year. For this 
reason she will not be returning for the Fall school year. We wish her well and are glad that she 
is taking time for her family. We will miss her and her bubbly personality and the connection she 
had with the students here at CTCA. 

 Welcome to our new Music Director. 
 Dr. Anne-Marie Dicce is a music teacher and professional soprano who has taught in the San 
Diego area for nearly two decades.. Dr. Dicce has performed as a soloist and choral artist 
throughout North America and Europe, most notably on tour in Norway and throughout Mexico, 
Bolivia, and Germany.  Anne-Marie received her Doctor of Musical Arts (2009) and Master of 
Arts degrees (2004) in Vocal Performance from UC San Diego, and her Bachelor’s degree in 
Music from Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles.  Dr. Dicce's son Anthony Valenzuela is 
in the Yellow Ducks class here at CTCA! Anthony has been in preschool here since February 
2019, and it is so wonderful for both Anthony and mom to be a part of the CTCA family! 
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“Before I made you in your mother’s 
womb, I chose you. 
Before you were born, I set you 
apart for a special work. 
I appointed you as a prophet to the 
nations.” Jeremiah 1:5  

 
 
 

Olivier Grayson Morgan 
Born 9/27/2020 at 6:48 pm 
8lb 12oz -  21.25 inches. long 

Mother and father – 
Tayler and   Cameron Morgan 

Grandfather:  
Hank Liddic 

Proud Great Grandparents  
 Craig and Linda. Liddic 
Great Great Grandma Gladys 

† We pray for our Friends in Christ that are 
not able to attend worship with us. We 
send continued greetings to them.  We 
pray for renewed healing, strength and 
comfort. In Your name we come with this 
prayer.  Guide us to visit with them 
personally or with greetings or phone 
calls.  
Elaine Davidson  

12946 Amaranth St. 
San Diego, CA 92129  
858 549-1598. 

Almedia Williams   
10771 Black Mtn. Road #6  
San Diego, CA 92126 
858 271-7447 

 Ruth Stueve.  
The Meridian    
1177 San Marino Dr.     
San Marcos, CA.  92078  
760 290-8475 

Donna LaBarr  
10771 Black Mountain Road #60  
San Diego, CA 92126.   
909 957-2709 

      Mary Vanpoucke 
11475 Bellatrix Ct.   
San Diego, CA 92126. 

      Lois Smith 
Lutheran Care Center, Attn: Lois Smith. 
702 Cumberland Rd, Altamont, IL 62411 

      Gary Reed 
Palms at Cadence Poway Gardens 

  12695 Monte Vista Road #201 
  Poway Ca 92064 

For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, 
so that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have 
everlasting life.   
 John 3:16  
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Prayer  
Requests 

We offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the 
lives of the four special ladies who have 
recently claimed their Heavenly Home 
through Christ’s Resurrection on Easter 
Morning. 
+ Erlinda Vista – March 3, 2020 
+ Donna Leppert – July 6, 2020 
+ Mary Anderson - June 28, 2020 
+ Minnie Hernandez – September 1, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Minnie Hernandez 

† We pray for Gary and Lois Reed – Gary 
moved to the Cadence Memory Care Home 
in June.  We 
pray for his 
care and for 
his well-being 
and visits he 
receives during 
the pandemic.  
We pay for 
Lois as her life 
has been so 
changed by his 
move.  We 
offer prayers of thanksgiving for all the 
blessings that have taken place because of 
this move. In Jesus Name we pray.   

† Thank you Lord for fellow believers and CTC 
family of faith.  We are thankful for the Call 
committer for their recommendation of 
Pastor Killian to serve us.  We pray for Your 
guidance as he considers leading our 
congregation along with Mount Olive.  Lord, 
may our ministry continue according to Your 
will, in Jesus Name.   

 

 I am the way, the truth 
and the life.  No one comes 
to the Father except 
through me.  

    John 14:6 
 
 

 
We ask these 
petitions in the 

name of our 
Risen Savior and 

Lord. In Jesus' 
Name we pray 

and may His will 
be done. Amen



 

 14 

 

 

 
 
 

C a l l  T o  F a i t h  
R e f o r m a t i o n  D a y  -  O c t o b e r  3 1  

Join us in Worship every Sunday at 10:15 AM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ the Cornerstone Lutheran Church 
9028 Westmore Road 
San Diego, CA  92126 
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The Rev Tom Meyer † Pastor 

Parish Office 566-1741  

Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Romans 5:1 KJV 
 


