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Matthew 22 is set in the middle of Jesus teaching in the Temple in Jerusalem during Holy
Week. There are many parables and memorable phrases recorded here, but I want to
focus on the words of verses 35-40. The text reads: “And one of them, a lawyer, asked
him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And
he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the
Law and the Prophets.”
Normally you would expect a pastor to talk about the law here, maybe bring in something
out of the Ten Commandments from the Small Catechism. After that we could go on to
talk about how Christ has fulfilled this law, becoming both our God and our neighbor in his incarnation, and living
according to the law on our behalf. That’s fertile soil, to be sure, but I want to focus on another aspect of Jesus’
reply to the young lawyer: that God’s people are people who love.
What are we, as human beings? For centuries, scholars, philosophers, and doctors have operated under the
premise that humans are thinkers. Our rational intellect is what sets us apart from the rest of creation. We see
this very clearly in the ideas of the Renaissance and the Enlightenment, with the words of Rene Descartes
echoing across time: “I think, therefore I am.” Often, we import this mindset into our theology, considering
ourselves to be thinkers, first and foremost. We seek to understand the Scriptures, to know Jesus Christ as our
Lord and Savior, to memorize the liturgy, to recite the Catechism from memory. And it is perfectly good and God
pleasing to use our intellect for this purpose. We confess in the Small Catechism, under the Apostle’s Creed,
First Article: “I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes,
ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.” To use our reason and
senses to thank, praise, serve, and obey our Lord is truly good and commendable.
But Jesus’ words in Matthew 22 open our minds to another way of thinking. Humans as creatures that love.
Before we think, we love. From the moment we are conceived, we begin learning to love. We spend our whole
life oriented towards, striving for, the things we love: family, security, health, food and drink, etc. Through the
work of the Holy Spirit, we are empowered to love God. We become enthralled with Him, we orient our whole
lives around Him, and we entrust ourselves to His mercy. Out of this love for God, we are called to love the world
as He loves; through humble service and sacrifice, reflecting the light of Christ. Saint Augustine writes about this
love, saying that “You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless, Lord, until they find their rest in
you.”
If humans are creatures that love, then Christians are creatures that love rightly. We love God, and we love our
neighbor, just as God has instructed. Our lives are marked by experiences that deepen our love for God: baptism,
Sunday school, weekly worship, confirmation, receiving the Lord’s Supper, marriage, raising our children in the
faith, service opportunities, and even our final days and burial. All of these and more are opportunities for us to
deepen, express, and live out our love for God. In our life together as a church, we demonstrate to one another
what it is to love God, and we support one another in our common striving to love the One who has loved us
first.
In the love of Christ, Pastor Quincy
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THE MISSION OF CHRIST + THE + CORNERSTONE LUTHERAN
CHURCH
“LEARN – GROW – SHARE”
We LEARN about God in worship and study.
We GROW with God.
We SHARE Jesus’ love with others.
There are Prayer Request Cards to fill out and
submit into the Prayer Request Box located by
the bulletin board at the back of the Church.
Be sure to fill one out for any of your prayer
needs. The Elders will check the box for prayer
requests before the Sunday Worship Service
and pray for you.
Our C+T+C Congregation has an active Prayer
Chain available on e-mail. To have your name
and e-mail address added, so that you will
receive prayers on the Prayer Chain, send it to
Lois Reed at laserquill@aol.com or call her at
858 271-1647
YOU SHOULD ALWAYS CALL THE PASTOR
WHEN YOU ARE GOING INTO THE
HOSPITAL OR IN NEED OF PASTORAL
CARE AND PRAYERS

We pray for our Sisters in Christ that
are not able to attend worship with
us. We send continued greetings to
them. We pray for renewed healing,
strength and comfort. In Your name
we come with this prayer. Guide us
to visit with them personally or with
greetings or phone calls.
Elaine Davidson
12946 Amaranth ST.
San Diego, CA 92129
858 549-1598

Lucille Derr
8832 Canis Lane
San Diego, CA 92126.
858 578-0987
Almedia Williams
10771 Black Mtn. Road #6
San Diego, CA 92126
858 271-7447
Ruth Stueve.
The Meridian
1177 San Marino Dr.
San Marcos, CA. 92078
760 290-8475
Donna LaBarr
10771 Black Mountain Road #60
San Diego, CA 92126.
909 957-2709

Lois Smith
Lutheran Care Center,
Attn: Lois Smith.
702 Cumberland Rd,
Altamont, IL 62411..

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow:

Praise Him, all creatures here below.

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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From the President aka Editor
Dear Friends in Christ,

NEW YEAR'S PRAYER!

Happy Epiphany! “Let
your light shine before
others, so that they may
see your good works and
give glory to your Father
who is in heaven”
(Matthew. 5:16).

Precious Father, thank you for another year.
Thank you for the year just passed
For the joys and sorrows
For the laughter and tears

For the lessons we learned and your

After the Advent and Christmas seasons we
move on to the
Epiphany
Season. Note the
Epiphany Star in
the sanctuary – it
was provided by
Gerry Otero and
displaying it is a
tradition each
year. We will be
in the Epiphany
Season until the
beginning of the
Season of Lent
starting with Ash
Wednesday on
March 2, 2022.
Be sure to note
the events taking
place on our
campus in the month of January in this
newsletter.

Patience in teaching us
For the people whose lives we have touched and
For those who touched ours.

For answers to prayer and the privilege

Of coming to you in prayer,
For a year filled with your presence.

Thank you for the year just ahead
For the hope it holds
For the promises it proclaims

For the expectation of greater things

For the anticipation of what lies in the
distance
For the opportunities you'll give us

To bless others and for others blessing us

For 365 unseen days overflowing with your
grace,

I am pleased to share the following prayer with
you

THANK YOU LORD

In His Love, Lois Reed
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Opportunities to Worship with Our School
January 9 - Second Grade Participate in Worship – 10:15 am.
January 19 – Student of the Month Chapel Service – 8 am.
January 14 – Muffins for Moms 8:15 – 9:15.
January 17 – Campus Closed in Observance of Martin Luther King, Jr.
… Holiday.
January 23 – January 29 – Lutheran School Week.
January 28 – Art Show and Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser – 3 - 6 pm.

Dual Congregation Parish (DCP) Report
The DCP committee did not meet in December so Mike did not
submit a report. He summed it up in his November report like this:
“The DCP committee has settled into a rhythm where we listen to the
Pastor’s report, and coordinate the planning of activities between the
two churches. The report the pastor shares with the DCP committee
is similar to the one that is shared with each council. Part of the
status reporting of the meeting is to discuss the state of each church
and school. We also mention what priorities each church is focusing
on. This was the plan for the committee when it was formed and it is
great to see it actually be implemented.”
We did meet in January. Our discussion was on how the Advent
services went and the plan for Lenten Services and possibility of a
minor change of time in CTC’s worship to better accommodate MTO”s hospitality time with
Pastor Quincy – we will be addressing this in the near future.
Lois Reed for Mike Kler
Secretary, DCP Committee

Goals for CTC and MTO:
◊
◊
◊
◊

We will strive to be welcoming churches.
We will enjoy life together as a church
We will be loving towards families who attend our school and churches.
We will serve our communities.
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From the Director of Schools:
Last Sunday, Pastor Koll preached on the story of Jesus being left behind by his parents in the
temple. In the second chapter of Luke, Jesus and his family traveled to Jerusalem for the
Passover. When the feast was over, the group Jesus’ family was traveling with started their
journey home. Unknowingly to His parents, Jesus stayed behind to listen to the teachers. When
his parents realized he was missing, they immediately went back to Jerusalem to look for him.
Three days had passed before they found Jesus. As you can imagine, Jesus’ parents were in
great distress. I can totally relate to this experience; in fact, I am sure many of you can
remember a time that you briefly lost track of your son or daughter. Nothing drops your heart
faster than the realization you have lost sight of your child! At the beginning of this school year I
chose a bible verse for our staff to focus on. Hebrews 12:2-4 reminds us to keep our eyes on
Jesus. As we enter 2022, it is my prayer that we eagerly seek out Jesus’ will for CTCA. Keeping
our eyes on Him, following Him instead of assuming He is following us, and rejoicing in the fact
that if we seek Him, He will lead us toward His desire for us in 2022.
OUR CHRISTIAN CHARACTER WORD OF THE MONTH IS HONESTY
For we aim at what is honorable not only in the Lord’s sight but also in the sight of men. 2 Corinthians 8:21
Chapel Offerings for January is Mission India
May the promise that all things work together for good to them who love God, fill your hearts
with joy.
Happy New Year,
Tammy

Art Show and Spaghetti Dinner
Friday, January 28, 2022, 3pm-6:00pm
Come enjoy artwork from our Preschool and Elementary School

students, and a delicious Spaghetti Dinner, complete with pasta,

salad, bread, cookie and water. Dinners are also available “to-go”
style if you are unable to stay and dine-in.
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Out and About San Diego
With the busy Christmas and New Year’s Season upon us, Ed and I did not travel outside of our Mira
Mesa community this past month, so I would like to focus on a couple of places in Mira Mesa for our Out
and About San Diego article for this month.
This first interest point that I would like to point out was our own Nativity Scenes. The most outstanding
one was placed on top of the roof at the entrance to our church at Christ the Cornerstone. Once I saw
the nativity display all lite up, I wondered why we had never thought to put it there before. Thank you to
Scott and Janai Pierce for putting up the display and for adding the lights to make such an outstanding
display for all of us and for our community. We also appreciate Craig and Linda Liddic for making this life
size display and for leaving us this wonderful gift when they relocated to Colorado in November of this
year. The other two white silhouette Nativities were also made by Craig and Linda. One was placed at
the front entrance of our church and the other was placed near the side entrance. We hope you enjoyed
these displays as you came and went during our various Christmas activities. A hint for next year, invite
your neighbors to come by to see them and invite them to one of our services.

There was one other point of interest in the Mira Mesa area that I would like to focus on this month. It of
coarse has to do with food and eating. For the first time, I had the opportunity to experience Dim Sum at
the Golden Island Restaurant located at 10660
Camino Ruiz. This restaurant is located in the Target
Shopping center in the building that used to hold the
Old Town Buffet. The Golden Island Restaurant
features both Dim Sum and Asian Cuisine. They are
open until 9pm daily.
In ancient China travelers along the Silk Road broke
their journey by stopping at tea houses. It was
discovered that drinking tea helps digestion, so small
pieces of food were offered with the tea. The
Chinese meaning of dim sum is commonly translated
to “touch the heart”.
Dim sum is a large range of small Chinese dishes
that are traditionally enjoyed in restaurants for brunch. Most modern dim sum dishes originated in China
and Twain and are commonly associated with Cantonese cuisine, although dim sum dishes also exist in
other Chinese cuisines.
Continued on next page
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Dim sum is a Cantonese style of steamed dumpling
prepared in small, almost bite-sized portions. ... The small
portions were designed to merely touch the heart not sate
the appetite, and as such were first enjoyed as snacks.
Over time, however, Dim Sum has evolved, and the
cuisine is now a vital part of Chinese culture. Also, by
ordering a number of the small dishes, you soon have a
full meal.
The typical dim sum menu will include various types
of steamed buns, rice noodle rolls, and dumplings, all of which will include a range of fillings and
ingredients from pork to prawns and chicken to vegetables. . On the other hand, dumplings refer to a
common Chinese dish that is prepared with an outer covering of flour, bread or potatoes and filled with
meat, fish or vegetables.
Dim Sum is a Chinese meal that lends itself to communal dining and a social experience that can span
hours. It is customary for large groups to enjoy dishes together and that is what we did. When there are
several people present you can order a variety of items. The server brings a cart to your table and places
small bowls in front of you with enough to service two to three persons comfortably. The menus has
pictures of each of the items so if you do not know what the words are describing, you can use the
pictures to choose what you would like to try. It is fun trying a variety of items and the pork and shrimp
pot stickers were my overall favorite. If you ask, they will also bring you silverware to eat with if you are
chopstick challenged like I am. If you have not ever tried Dim Sum dining, I would suggest that you
become adventuresome and try some soon. You might just discover a new dining option right here in
Mira Mesa. And, if you need more in your party, you can always ask Ed and I to join you….- Lark
Mayeski

Second Graders take part in Sunday Service, January 9, 2022
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Evangelism
Several weeks ago, Pastor Quincy shared with us how much he loves all the Christmas
songs and he lamented the fact that we only get to sing them on Christmas Eve and
Christmas. This year I received a Christmas letter from my cousin Charlene Wegener,
who lives with her husband, Gene in Lincoln, Nebraska, and she shared the same
sentiment. I have decided to quote a portion of her Christmas letter as I really like what
she shared. I pray this will be a blessing for your life as we begin the new 2022 year.
“Come Lord Jesus!
I have been asked about my Christmas “letter” this year. It has been slow coming. When we get old, we
tend to reminisce, which is different from ‘living in the past.’ I hope.
I remember going to the 3 or 4 Wednesday night Advent Services prior to Christmas and the Sunday
Services during this time. I was SO excited that Christmas was coming and loved the Christmas Carols
we could sing! And then be frustrated that we never sang them during Advent.
I thought we were preparing our hearts for Christmas and what better way could we do this than by
singing the Christmas carols: Silent Night, Away in the Manger, O Little Town of Bethlehem, etc. No.
These were not sung until Christmas Eve and through Christmas Day. I just could not understand.
(Actually, it still bothers me. (I felt this was a good way to get our minds and hearts prepared for the
coming Baby Jesus. (I still do.)
There are MANY Old Testament prophesies of the coming (Advent) of the birth of Jesus like these: His
birth place, Micah 5:2: born of a virgin, Isaiah 7:14, and the beautiful TRUE story found in Luke 2: And it
came to pass… the telling of the birth of our Savior, the Messiah, in Bethlehem to the virgin Mary, her
husband, but not her Baby’s father. How the shepherds were given the Good News by the Angels’
message:
Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace good will to all mankind.
I didn’t realize then, Advent is to be a preparation for the coming of the King of kings, the Lord of lords.
Not only to prepare us for His coming birth, which, for us, has already transpired. It’s His birthday party
on earth which we are celebrating. An ‘after the event celebration,’ which has turned into a party of gift
giving from, or to ‘Santa’, children, Mom Dad, Grandparents, the mailman, hairdresser, teacher,, etc.
which is ok, but not the true meaning.
So I have been thinking of the end of the church year, the last Sunday in November and the beginning of
a new church year, in connection with the ‘uncommon, common table prayer’: Come Lord Jesus, be our
guest. … I have never understood the significance of this prayer. I never wanted Jesus to be ‘my guest’, I
wanted Him to have permanent residence in my heart. Otherwise it’s like: “Amen. Eat-talk-of the weather,
-etc” –and- RUN.
As I contemplated this prayer and the change of the ‘old year’ to the ‘new’, especially in light of current
events, I decided Come Lord Jesus has a whole new meaning. So, with Gene’s (my husband’s) help, I
wrote a new one.
Come Lord Jesus in the air,
Catch us up to meet You there!
Come Lord Jesus, to You we look,
This Blessed Hope is in Your Book!
Call us Jesus, out of the mall,
To the banquet in Your hall.
In a twinkle we arise
Through the clouds to Heavenly skies!
Hear the trumpet! Heed the call!
Come Lord Jesus, call us all!
Amen.
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God’s blessings to you and yours this Christmas Season and may you and yours look up! He is coming
soon! Be ready! Of that day and hour knows no man, But it is true!
HE IS COMING IN THE CLOUDS AND SOON TO TAKE HIS BRIDE!
Accept His INVITATION!
Be in the Wedding Party, dressed in the whiter-than-snow-garments He provides.
Here is the RSVP:
Admit you are a sinner
Confess your faith that only Jesus saves
Thank Him for His gift
Share the Good News
He will provide the transportation, the location, the garments (over bodies washed at the cross, by the
blood of the Lamb!} the banquet, all the heavenly foods, the gifts (Those He originally planned for us,
before the fall!!)`The greatest GIFT being the presence of the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS! Alleluia! –
Charlene Wegener
Be ready! Look up! Your redemption draws nigh!
Joy to the World, the Lord is come
Let earth receive her KING
Let every heart, prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing! Amen
When you share this Good News with others this is Evangelism. – Lark Mayseki
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Pyracantha berries are the potato of the bird world.
Opossums, foxes and raccoons stuff their faces with
berries like kids in a jam jar. Squirrels peel and eat
them like apples. ... It's obvious there's a marked
difference in flavor between ripe and unripe berries.
If, however, the berries remain on the branches and
ferment, they can cause some birds to become
drunk. Cedar waxwings and robins are most likely to
gorge on fermented blackberries, pyracantha or
juniper berries, crabapples or mountain ash fruits and
can become drunk. It is reported that they are quite a
comical sight and can also become quite loud and
noisy.

Flowers
This month I would like to begin my article by
thanking Lucille Derr for the wonderful tradition of our
Poinsettia tree which we dedicate to the Glory of God
each Christmas! For many years Lucille arranged the
flowers for our Sunday Services and her sons, Chuck
and Doug always made sure that the Christmas tree
base was set up for the tree. Again, thank you
Lucille, Chuck and Doug for your service to the Lord
and to all of us these many years.
I would
also like to
thank
Pastor
Reimnitz
and Ed
Mayeski
for setting
up the tree
base for
us this
year so
that we
were able
to
continue
this
wonderful
tradition.

Pyracanthas produce most of their new stems in
spring but these will not flower or produce berries in
that first year. They
flower and produce
berries in the next
year on the stems
that are one year
old.
If you try to pick
Pyrancanthas stems
to use them in
arrangements;
beware, they have
sharp thorns!
Puncture wounds
from the thorns
happen easily so use
caution when you
pick or prune the
plant. Although the thorns are not considered toxic,
the skin around your puncture wound can become
red, swollen, painful, and itchy.

Finally, I would like to thank all of you who gave
funds to purchase the Poinsettias for the tree. I
appreciate your support in helping to beautify our
Sanctuary this Christmas Season.

Pyracantha bushes are easy to grow and require very
little maintenance. ... All species have glossy green
leaves, which are ½ to 1 inch wide and 1 to 4 inches
long. All bear flowers and fruit on spurs along the
wood of last year's growth. Flowers appear in spring.
They are small, white and many say they have an
unpleasant smell; however, come fall their berries put
on quite a show and they always make me think of
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Thank you God for
these beautiful bushes that adorn our countryside;
and, Thank you Lois Reed for letting me use your
Pyracantha bushes in our Church Service flower
arrangements this fall.

When I think of fall and Christmas I often think of
Pyracantha berries as they are often seen on bushes
growing along our streets and country roads. The
pyracantha bush is an evergreen shrub often used in
landscaping. The shrub typically has plentiful orangered or red berries and needle-like thorns. However,
there are also some types of yellow and pink
pyracantha bushes as well. Prior to researching for
this article I had thought that pyracantha berries
might be poisonous; however, I have discovered that
many sources say pyracantha berries are entirely
edible and there are recipes for making pyracantha
jelly. If you have a surplus of pyracantha berries this
fall and would just as soon the birds did not rob you
of them, you might enjoy the taste of pyracantha
jelly? While the berries have not been shown to be
toxic to animals or humans, swallowing large
amounts of raw berries might cause some mild
stomach upset and since the berries are bitter when
eaten raw, jam is a much sweeter option.

You will soon find the New Year’s Flower Chart in
the back of the Church. If you would like to
recognize a birthday, anniversary or special
occasion, please sign up for one of our services.
One arrangement is $25 or if you would like both
they are $40. You may take your arrangement
home after the service and once the flowers are
finished I appreciate you returning the vase to the
church so that they may be used again. –
Lark Mayeski
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LWML News

Altar Guild

Mt. Olive LWML invites
you to join us as we
gather on Saturday,
January 15 to hear from
Laurie Meyer about her
involvement with
Prayers and Squares.
We will begin at 1 p.m.
with a devotion,
followed by Laurie’s presentation. We will be
following all current COVID guidelines, but we do
plan to have snacks and beverages available as
we share fellowship before Mt. Olive’s business
meeting begins. Please contact Linda Koch at
lwmlbutterfly@gmail.com or 858-414-4618 (call or
text) to indicate how many will be attending from
your congregation.

One bread, one
body, one Lord of all,
One cup of blessing,
which we bless. And
we, though many
throughout the earth, We are one body in this
one Lord.
With God's blessing we were able to have the
Wednesday night Advent and Christmas Eve
services inside the church this year. The Advent
services was at 5:30 pm and the Christmas Eve
services was at 5:00 pm. Thank you Pastor
Quincy for the Advent services, especially for the
holy and clam Christmas Eve Candlelight
service. We lighted the candles during the service
to celebrate the birth of the our Savior of the
world. The candle light also reminded us Jesus is
the "light of the world". (John 8:12, 9:5)

HEARTLAND ZONE 22 – The Zone Board will
meet on Tuesday, January 18 at 12:30 to finalize
plans for the Zone Spring Celebration, which will
be held at Light of the Valley in Valley Center on
March 19. We welcome representatives from your
congregation to attend the Board meeting, and
invite all to save the date for the Spring
Celebration.

A BIG thank you to all who helped with all the
heavy duty work for putting up and decorating the
Christmas tree, plus setting up the poinsettia tree
display. The altar was never been so beautiful for
Christmas without your help.
The Christmas tree was so shinny and bright with
all the lights and chrismons. As I was admiring the
beauty of the tree I also wondering whose idea to
put lights on the Christmas tree in the first
place. So I look it up and I found the the result is
quite interesting.

LWML PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DISTRICT
CONVENTION – Registration is now open for the
June 3 – 5, 2022 convention, to be held in Tempe,
Arizona. Each LWML group is encouraged to send
two delegates, and where possible, two alternates
to this event. In addition to electing officers and
choosing mission grants for the next biennium,
those attending will hear from Keynote Speaker
Jan Struck, Bible Study Leader Donna Snow, and
Rev. Dr. Mike Gibson, PSD President, who will be
the proclaimer in our opening worship. Registration
forms and other important information are available
on our website, psdlwml.org, or contact Zone
President Linda Koch at lwmlbutterfly@gmail.com
or 858-414-4618 (call or text). The district LWML
has scholarships available, including for the first
time, for any pastor (one per congregation) who
would like to attend. (See the website or Linda
Koch for specific details.)

"Germany is credited with starting the Christmas
tree tradition as we now know it in the 16th century
when devout Christians brought decorated trees
into their homes. It is a widely held belief that
Martin Luther, the 16th century Protestant
reformer, first added lighted candles to a
tree. Walking toward his home one winter
evening, composing a sermon, he was awed by
the brilliance of stars twinkling amidst
evergreens." Now we know who started the
tradition of the Christmas tree.
Let us not to forget the true meaning of
Christmas. "Jesus id the greatest gift from God
and we celebrate our Savior's birthday on
Christmas Day.

In His service, Diane Zayas

January altar guild are
Michelle and Paula
Wishing you all a very
blessed 2022!
In His service,
Michelle and Paula
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Luther’s knowledge of the Bible would become his
biggest resource when he began questioning the
practices of the Popes and some other priests who
were selling indulges and preaching things that he
knew not to have originated in Scripture. His act of
nailing the 95 theses to the cathedral door was not as
dramatic an act as it may seem for that was the
common place for information to be posted when one
wanted to make announcements. His point was not to
immediately break away from the Catholic church,
but to open a discussion where upon he was certain
that once it was pointed out that certain practices of
the day were not supported by Scripture, changes
would be made. Luther sufferred throughout his life
with anxiety and depression fearing that he was not
living well enough up to God’s expectations and thus
would not be welcomed into the kingdom of heaven
at the end of his earthly life. By preaching things that
were not scripture based he felt the church was
endangering people’s mortal souls, and actually
doing them harm. This was a big motivator for him,
driven by his own feelings of shortcoming.

Book Corner
I have just finished a
wonderful book
titled Martin Luther, The
man who rediscovered
God and changed the
world. by Eric Metaxas.
This is a biography of the
man who stood his ground
when he saw things that
weren’t right and jump
started the reformation.
I have been Lutheran all
my life but didn’t really
know much about Martin Luther except the popular
notion of him nailing the 95 theses on the cathedral
door. This is an intimate portrait of the man, his
beliefs, hopes and fears, and some of the people and
politics that influenced his actions.
Luther was a Catholic bishop of the Augustinian
order of Monks, but that was not his original ambition.
His father, Hans, had sent Martin to University to
become a lawyer. Hans himself was a successful
business man in the mining industry and he had high
hopes of his son returning with his law degree to
work by his side in the mining business. Martin has
completed his Masters degree and had prepared to
enter Law school. On his way home during a summer
break he got caught in a severe thunderstorm. The
lightening strikes were very close and he was
frightened of losing his life. As the story goes he
called out to St. Anne and vowed to enter the
monastery if she would see him through the storm
safely. He made good on his promise and entered
the Augustinian Cloister. After becoming a monk he
would go on to earn his doctorate.

There were several conferences or “diets” as they
were known where Luther tried to argue his points.
His refusal to recant his many books and tracts on
these subjects frustrated the church, and many of his
writings were burned at the church’s direction.
Luther’s answer was always, “Show me in the
Scriptures where I am wrong and I will gladly burn my
own books.” Unknown to him, Pope Leo was one of
the biggest supporters of the selling of indulgences
as he was profiting from them to pay back a loan he
had taken to build a cathedral. Needless to say,
Luther was unsuccessful in gaining the Pope’s
support. In fact, after the Diet of Worms, 500 years
ago, Luther was branded as a heretic and had to go
into hiding. Luther was not afraid to die for his beliefs
but his Duke insisted on hiding him for fear his death
would further rouse the people among whom Luther’s
teachings were popular and who supported him.
There was a “peasants uprising” that was becoming
very violent.

As a novitiate Luther was lent a Bible for his studies
which he devoured wholeheartedly. The Bible was
not commonly available to lay people, which wouldn’t
change for many years to come, even after
Gutenberg began to print them. People would hear
pieces of Scripture at mass, but mostly in Latin which
a commoner would not understand. Even among
priests and monks the Bible wasn’t studied, in fact,
after his novitiate year the Bible Luther was lent had
to be returned to the Cloister’s library! Scripture was
filtered by the church and people were told what the
church wanted them to believe. The Catholic church
had been corrupt long before Luther’s time, but he
became vocal about calling it out and wanting to
discuss these practices. He took exception to the
selling of indulgences, (paying money to shorten
one’s or a loved one’s time in purgatory), the God
given power of the Pope and transubstantiation of the
body and blood of Christ, all of which he could see
had no basis in Scripture.

This is just a small part of the story of Martin Luther’s
life as told by Metaxas. I found it very interesting to
learn more about the man whose principles I hold
dear, and I think you would too. I recommend this
book.
Until next time.
Yours in Christ,… Lynn Broesch
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advent turn wheels that reminded us the
significance of each candle in the Advent wreath
and what it stands for. Many of us also participated
in the Wednesday night Advent worship services.

Well Women’s
Bible Study
Another year has ended
and 2022 is upon us! We
have continued to study in
our Living the Chocolate
Life Study books, learning
about God's promises to
us, and His grace.

It was a joyous season and time for celebration. I
hope you all had a blessed Christmas and time
with your families.
The days between Christmas day and New Years
seemed to fly by! With scheduling being difficult
between all of us, we decided to hold off our
holiday celebration in the group until Epiphany,
since our first January meeting fell on the sixth. We
celebrated by reading the story of the arrival of the
Magi in Bethlehem, in Matthew 2: 1-12.

We have stayed connected with our church
community by
donating items
for the school's
Christmas shop
and helping to
set up and take
down the
Christmas tree
in the
sanctuary, as
well as donating
toward the
beautiful
poinsettia
display. We
have continued
sending greeting cards to people in our
congregation that are not able to make it to
services due to health or mobility issue to let them
know we are thinking of them and wishing them
well.

We had some refreshments and a white elephant
gift exchange. (Rumor has it that there was an
actual white elephant that made an appearance.)
We did a take off on a "King Cake" with some
coffee cake cupcakes, one of which contained a
replica of the baby traditionally hidden in the King
cake. Lark was the lucky one whose cupcake
contained the baby!

With the start of
the Advent
Season we
reviewed what
Advent is and
how we
celebrate. We
made beeswax
candles to
celebrate Jesus
as the light of
the world and
constructed and
colored paper

We also acknowledged Jeannette Crane and Lois
Reed who celebrated birthdays on the first and
fifth, respectively.
As always, we welcome all CTC women to join us
on Thursday mornings to study with us and share
fellowship. We wish you a new year filled with
blessings and the love of Christ.
In His Service, Lynn Broesch
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Join Us in Worship every Sunday - Bible Study 9:00 AM &

Holy Eucharist Service 10:15 AM.

Christ the Cornerstone Lutheran Church
9028 Westmore Road
San Diego, CA 92126
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

The Rev Quincy Koll † Pastor
Parish Office 566-1741
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